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Comment on EGAD group



•The Dutch National Archives’ approach on 
accessible information



Comment 1

Record/document terms seem obsolete

There is SOMETHING that has no 
documentary form and it is of interest to 
records managers/archivists (like databases)



What is the nature of 
content in a database?



DATA



INFORMATION



Conclusion 1

It is not just data, it is 
intelligible information

Data

Rules of 
aggregation

Information



The significance of the 
content in a database
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Conclusion 2

Information in a database depends on the 
purpose of creation and use of a system

Same information
in 2 different systems built with 2 
different purposes 
have 2 different meanings. 



What does the 
information in a database 

document?



Purpose and fixity of data

Transactions

like in a bank: 
traces 

evidencing an 
exchange; 

Content fixed.

Memory

like the school: 
traces the 

grades 
catalogue; 

Content fixed

Informative

like a knowledge 
database about 

MS Windows

Dynamic 
content 



Conclusion 3

For reflecting a fact or a data to the 
future, information needs to be frozen. 



Conclusion 1+2+3

-Fixed content 
-An action in which that information is 
involved
-Actors associated with the creation/ 
reception of the information
-A context of creation/reception
- A certain form of presenting 
information

-A record

-With a 
documentary 
form

If there are: Then it is:



What are the relevant 
properties of data in a 

database?



Characteristics



Final considerations

-Recordkeeping is not just about content; it is about fixed, 
contextualized information

-Even in technical uniformity realm, there is a documentary form, 
derived from the contextual rules of presentation

-The status of record is technology independent and process-
bound

-Read  as data, information, content-–this particular kind of 
information is a record not because of a label, but because of its 
characteristics. 



Thank you!
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