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Ground floor plan of the Provincial Government building, 

1883, J.Vancaš

Second rejection of the proposal to 

establish an archive in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina by the Austro-

Hungarian authorities, 1914



BiH Presidency Building / Archives of BiH, early XX century

Decree on the establishment of the State Archives of the NRBiH, 1947





Destruction in the Archives of Bosnia and Herzegovina - a direct hit by 

a large-caliber shell on the northern wall during the war in the 1990s 

and the consequences of an arson attack during civil protests in 2014.



Shrapnel 

damages on 

the shelves 

(1993)

Fire damage 

on the documents

(2014)



Dilapidated plumbing, which also passes right above the archival material, represents 

the greatest risk for documents kept in the Archives of Bosnia and Herzegovina. So far, 

there have been several cases of pipes bursting, and due to the impossibility of timely 

monitoring of all depots, minor leaks are often noticed only after 48 hours. 



In buildings that are not designed for storing archival 

materials, it is common for plumbing to be located 

directly above the archival shelves. In addition, 

these buildings are often superficially maintained and pipes 

are in very poor condition.



- Staphylococcus aureus

-Enterococcus foecalis 

-Acinetobacter calcoaceticus

-Staphylococcus



RubyDry DH600

It is the latest generation of 

dehumidifiers, without using 

a compressor, and therefore 

without freon. Moist air is 

sucked into the device and 

passed over a silica gel plate, 

whose micropores absorb 

moisture from the air. Unlike 

compressor dehumidifiers, 

the dehumidification capacity 

is the same at lower and 

higher temperatures, for 

example at 5°C and 20°C.

Freeday 008

It uses r134 freon, low noise, 

low consumption. It reduces 

the air humidity in the depot 

to a preset value in the range 

of 30% to 80% relative 

humidity.



An example of good practice in the 

Archives of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

was the renovation of the floor in 

depot 2, in the basement of the 

Presidency building. Due to 

inadequate floor waterproofing and 

the proximity of the Miljacka

riverbed, during heavy rains, water 

regularly gushed out of the floor, 

often flooding the entire depot. The 

water could not directly endanger the 

material, because its level did not 

reach the lowest shelves, which were 

located 15 centimeters above the 

ground, in accordance with the 

Rulebook on archival operations. 

However, the humidity in the air was 

95%, which favored the development 

of mold. After the waterproofing of 

the floor, not a single case of 

groundwater seepage was recorded, 

even during the heaviest downpours.









The Laboratory for Restoration and Conservation 

of the Archive of Bosnia and Herzegovina was 

established in 2016 and three restorers work there. 

Despite being well-equipped, the laboratory's 

capacity is not sufficient to process all endangered 

archival materials. A cooperation project with 

educational institutions is underway and volunteer 

work and training of students from the History 

Department in Sarajevo has been agreed.



The reconstruction of the depot in the 

Archives of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a 

basic prerequisite for the protection of 

archival material. A good example was the 

renovation of depot 1 after the fire in 2014, 

when, in addition to rough construction work, 

an air filter, moisture and smoke sensors, and 

window protection were installed.

During the removal of the damaged material, 

the problem arose of the lack of an auxiliary 

storage space, which is why the documents 

were taken out into the corridors and 

basements, which increased the risk of their 

further damage.











CONSEQUENCES

PROBABILITY EXTREME VERY 

SERIOUS

SERIOUS MODERATE NEGLIGIBLE

ALMOST 

CERTAIN

very serious very serious very large large significant

CERTAIN very serious very large large significant moderate

MODERATE very large large significant moderate small

WEAK large significant moderatee small very small

VERY WEAK significant moderate small very small very small

Matrix of risks and their consequences

in relation to the required scope of security measures

Example: If the probability of the risk is assessed as certain and its consequences as large, 

the necessary security measures would fall into the category of significant.



Protection recommendations:

• long-term (period of several years): look for new storage facilities

• medium-term (from three to five years): replace the entire electrical network

• short-term (within one year): replace electrical installations that are in the worst condition

• urgent (within a few weeks): move the building away from the immediate vicinity 

of electrical installations, intensify surveillance until renovation

In order to achieve maximum security of the materials being stored, it is necessary that the 

archive is located in a safe place, that the building is constructed of quality materials, that 

adequate security systems are in place, that the condition of the materials and the correctness 

of the equipment are regularly checked, that the materials are stored in appropriate boxes and 

that all fire protection systems are in place. In reality, the circumstances in which archival 

materials are stored are not always ideal.

Regardless of the planned long-term protection measures, it is always advisable to take small 

steps on a daily basis, which can prevent an emergency from becoming a disaster.





THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
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