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 Digitization as a process involves the synergy of several factors, 

such as human resources, financial capability, supporting

infrastructure (IT equipment, software, server), the arrangement 

of the archival material being digitized and its representativeness, 

the expected potential benefits for future users as well as for the

archival institution itself. 

 Considering the above factors, the process of digitization requires

strategy and planning, which takes into account long-term

benefits and cost-effectiveness for the archival institution. In 

smaller archives planning the process of digitization requires the

involvement of at least one staff member. Smaller institutions are 

mostly focused on digitizing their most valuable material, such as 

charters, diplomas, registers etc.



In the State Archives for Međimurje there are 3 archival fonds

created by the activities of craftsmen associations, formerly called

craft assemblies: 

The Craft Assembly for the town and district of Čakovec

The Craft Assembly for the district of Prelog 

The Association of Craftsmen for the municipalities of

Kotoriba and Donja Dubrava in Kotoriba



 The mentioned fonds contain approximately 1.50 to 7 meters of

archival material, they are mostly complete as far as 

documentation units are concerned, and the material is in good

physical condition. 

 Two creators of these fonds operated from the end of the 19th

century until the outbreak of World War I, then they renewed

their work during the 1920s and operated until 1950, while the

third one was established in the mid-1920s and operated until

1950. 

 The material of these fonds has been arranged and described and

is important for the study of local and economic history, since it

documents the activities of the craftsmen associations in the

region of the then districts of Čakovec and Prelog, as well as the

municipalities of Kotoriba and Donja Dubrava.



 In the Archival Records Centre in Koprivnica, a branch of the

State Archives in Varaždin, there is only one such archival fonds. 

 That is The Association of Craftsmen for the District of

Koprivnica, whose creator operated from 1932 to 1945. 

 The said fonds contains a little more than 3 meters of archival

material and is arranged, catalogued and available for use. It is

also largely preserved as far as documentation units are 

concerned.



 The series within the fonds The Association of Craftsmen for the

District of Koprivnica that would certainly be interesting for 

digitization are the minutes of the sessions which have been

preserved for the entire period of the creator's activity, and the

series relating to the activities of The Association of Craftsmen, 

which contains documentation on craftsmen and their shops, 

assistants and apprentices. 

 Ultimately, the implementation of digitization brings benefits in

the context of attracting new users to the archival institution

and indirectly affects the reputation and attractiveness of the

institution itself for the user population.


